
Each student has a personalised 
learning plan endorsed by their family 
and designed around their interests 
and passions, with links to the 
curriculum.

What is the Big Picture design for learning? 

Students take courses and work on a 
variety of projects in areas of personal 
interest that they design and manage. 

They also complete practical projects 
while on internship with an expert 
mentor in the community, to gain 
experience in a field of interest.

WHAT OUR 
RESEARCH SHOWS

Personalising
learning

Real stories of success

Addison started his learning 
journey with an interest in tattoos. 
Now he is studying Fine Arts, the 

first in his family at university.

Brodie was curious about turtles. 
An internship at the National Zoo 
was a “life changing” opportunity. 

Now she is studying zoology.

Sameer moved to Tasmania from 
Nepal. His love of bridges led to an 
engineering internship. Now he is 

completing an engineering degree.

Shauna’s passion for food led to 
an internship with Adriano Zumbo. 
Now she is studying at Australia’s 

top hospitality college.

The Big Picture learning design

engagement + improved learning

1. 
We help students 

pursue their passions
and interests

3.
While there, they create 

real, complex and engaging 
projects for learning

2. 
Then connect them 
with the community 
through internships

4. 
Then present work 
for assessment by

 exhibition

passi   n
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Students learn in small groups of 17 
known as an ‘advisory’ where there 
is a culture of belonging, support and 
respect. 

Students collect evidence of their 
learning in a portfolio and regularly 
present their work at a public 
exhibition to teachers, mentors, peers 
and family. This is the basis of their 
assessment throughout school.

The Graduation Portfolio allows young 
people to showcase skills, knowledge 
and qualifications to prospective 
employers, training colleges, 
universities and investors.

ONE STUDENT AT A TIME IN
A COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS

®

www.bigpicture.org.au


